Discussion
The title compound was an important intermediate in preparation of agricultural and pharmaceutical chemicals [1] . Generally, one commonly used method to synthesize of the title compound starts from diphenylmethane by reacting with iodine [2] . The other method is ar eaction of bis(4-aminophenyl)methane and potassium iodide with diazotization and further iodination [3] . However, only the crystal structures of some derivatives of diphenylmethane have been reported [4] [5] [6] .
The crystal structure of the title compound was determined at room temperature by Plieth in 1947 [7] . Now we determined it at 113 K. The molecule of the title compound shows an asymmetric angular structure. The angle formed by C4, C7 and C8 is 112.7(3)°.The bond lengths and angles correlate well with other derivatives of diphenylmethane [4] [5] [6] . The dihedral angle between the two benzene rings in the molecule is 76.0(1)°,a si n other derivatives of diphenylmethane. The torsion angles of C4-C7-C8-C9 and C3-C4-C7-C8 are 74.9(5)°and 67.2(5)°,respectively. The C7 atom deviates from the least-squares plane of C1-C6 and C8-C13 by -0.0435(7) Å and -0.0339(6) Å,r espectively. 
